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Welcome and Introductions 

Thank you to CdM Foundation for making 
this presentation possible!!! 



Celebrate Great Students

� Who is the “A” student?
� Destroy the myth that many “A” students won’t 

be accepted to a “good” college. 
� Who is the “B” student? 
� Destroy the myth that many “B” students won’t 

be going to a “good” college.
� What is a “good” college?
� Celebrate who you are and the colleges that will 

appreciate and value who you are.



Celebrate Great Colleges

� Identify great colleges, public and private - large, 
medium and small nationwide that welcome a 
range of academic achievements. 

� Definition of a “good” college: where a student 
can succeed, be happy and graduate. A “good”
college has nothing to do with US News and 
World Report rankings, how selective it is, the 
cost of tuition or how well known it is.



Where can students be “happy and 
successful”? 

� Complete your “Soul Search” mentioned at 
College Search Night.

� Know who you are: 
� What are your strengths and weaknesses?
� What are your likes and dislikes?
� How much you can afford? 
� How far away you can go?
� What type of campus culture you want?
� What activities do you want to be involved in



Where can students be “happy and 
successful”?

� It’s not about getting INTO college as 
much as it is about getting OUT.

- Where can you explore your 
academic interests, select an academic 
focus, develop your talents and skills, 
establish friendships, have some fun, and 
graduate within 4 – 5 years?



Beyond the Name…

� A story: Stanford vs. Small Liberal Arts

- What does the school have to offer to you? 

- It’s WHAT you do with your time in college vs. 
WHERE you spend your time. 
- High school does NOT define you. College is a 
fresh start. Work hard in college and it pays off 
in life after college. 



Let the tour begin…

� First Stop: 

CALIFORNIA and WEST COAST 



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� UC Davis, Davis, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� UC Santa Cruz



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� CSU Chico



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� CSU Sonoma (Sonoma State)



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Redlands, Redlands, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Marymount College, Rancho Palos 
Verdes, CA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Willamette University, Salem, OR



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ



Next stop: 

� Rocky Mountain Region



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Montana, Missoula, MT



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Carroll College, Helena, MT



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Colorado State University, Fort Collins, 
CO



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Denver, Denver, CO



Next Stop: 

� Midwest Region



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Indiana University, Bloomington, IN



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Miami of Ohio, Oxford, OH



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Kenyon College, Gambier, OH



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� De Paul University, Chicago, IL



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Chicago, Chicago, IL



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� DePauw University, Greencastle, IN



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Carleton College, Northfield, MN



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Washington University, St. Louis, MO



Next Stop: 

� East Coast



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Maryland, College Park, MD



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Penn State University, University Park 



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Villanova University, Villanova, PA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Northeastern University, Boston, MA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� John Hopkins, Baltimore, MD



Next Stop:

� The South
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� University of Richmond, Richmond, VA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� High Point University, High Point, NC



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Davidson College, Davidson, NC



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Elon University, Elon, NC
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� College of Charleston, Charleston, SC



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Tulane University, New Orleans, LA



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� University of Texas, Austin



Great Colleges and Hidden Gems

� Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX



Questions and Answers


